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APA Reference Page 

The reference page will be its own page and should be labeled “References”, bold and centered, at the 

top of the page.  This page will also have a page number at the top right and should be double-spaced 

like the rest of the paper.  Every in-text citation in the paper MUST have a reference here on this page.  

 

References are ordered alphabetically by author’s last name. The first line of each reference is left 

justified, and all lines after the first line of entry should be indented 0.5 inch from the left margin 

(hanging indent). Use n.d. when a date is not available for the reference. 

 

APA requires a digital object identifier (DOI), if available, regardless if online or print source. If both a 

DOI and URL are available, only use the DOI. For websites without a DOI, use the URL. On the reference 

page, present the DOI or URL as a hyperlink beginning with http:// or https://.  Do NOT add a period 
after a DOI or URL. Blue font is acceptable for the link.  

*Note – for sake of space, examples are not double spaced. 

 

Books  

Singular author    

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitles. Publisher. DOI, if 

available 

 

Example:  

Stoneman, R. (2008). Alexander the Great: A life in legend. Yale University Press. 

 

More than one author (up to 20)  

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (*Use the ampersand (&) before the final author.) 

 

Example (two authors):  

Svendsen, S., & Lober, L. (2020). The big picture/Academic writing: The one-hour guide (3rd digital ed.).  

Hans Reitzel Forlag. https://thebigpicture-academicwriting.digi.hansreitzel.dk/ 

 

Unknown author 

 If author is unknown, move the title of the work to the place of the author’s name 

 

Example: 

New Oxford Dictionary of English (7th ed.). (2019). Oxford University Press. 

 

https://thebigpicture-academicwriting.digi.hansreitzel.dk/
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Work in an anthology   

Author, A. A. (Year of anthology publication). Title of work. In A. A. Editor (Ed.), Title of anthology (pages  

of section). Publisher. DOI, if available (Originally published in year)  

  

Example: 

Welty, E. (2004). Death of a traveling salesman. In G. McMichael, J. S. Leonard, B. Lyne, A. Mallon, & V.D. 

Mitchell (Eds.), Anthology of American literature (pp. 1401-1409). Pearson. (Originally published 

in 1941) 

  

Periodicals (sources published at regular intervals)   

 

*Note - If the journal article, newspaper, or magazine does not use volume, issue, and/or article or page 

numbers, omit the missing element(s) from the reference. 

 

Article in scholarly journal  

Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages. DOI if 
online source 

 

Example: 

Grady, J. S., Her, M., Moreno, G., Perez, C., & Yelinek, J. (2019). Emotions in storybooks: A  

comparison of storybooks that represent ethnic and racial groups in the United States. 

Psychology of Popular Media Culture, 8(3), 207-217. https://doi.org.10.1037/ppm0000185 

 

Newspaper  

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, volume  

number(issue number), pages. URL if online source 

 

 

Example: 

Carey, B. (2019, March 22). Can we get better at forgetting? The New York Times.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/22/health/memory-forgetting-psychology.html  

 
 

Magazine Article  

Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume number(issue number), pages. 

DOI or URL if online 

  

https://doi.org.10.1037/ppm0000185
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/22/health/memory-forgetting-psychology.html
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Examples:  

Henry, W. A., III. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in today's schools. Time, 135, 28-31.  

 

Electronic Sources  

Page from a Website  

*Note - If only mentioning a website in general in the paper, no reference is required. 

 

Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of webpage. Website Name. URL 

 

Example:  

Bologna, C. (2019, October 31). Why some people with anxiety love watching horror movies. HuffPost. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/anxiety-love-watching-horrow-movies_I_ 

 5d277587e4b02a5a5d57b59e 

 

Page from a Website without an author, use the organizational group as the author 

Example: 

World Health Organization. (2018, May 24). The top 10 causes of death. WHO. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail-the-top-10-causes-of-death  

 

 

Page from a Website when the information will change over time…one of the few times to use the 

phrase “retrieved” 

Example: 

U.S. Census Bureau. (n.d.) U.S. and world population clock. Department of Commerce. Retrieved January 

9, 2020, from https://www.census.gov.popclock/ 

 

 

Social Media  

Tweet  

Author, A. A. or Name of Group [@username]. (Year, Month Day of post). Content of the post up to 

the first 20 words [Tweet]. Twitter. URL  

 

*Note - Count a URL, a hashtag, or an emoji as one word each if they fall within the first 20 words. If the 
tweet includes an image, a video, a poll, or a thumbnail image with a link, indicate that in brackets after 
the title: [Image attached], [Video attached], [Thumbnail with link attached]. The format used for 
Twitter is also used for Instagram and TikTok. 
 

 

 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/anxiety-love-watching-horrow-movies_I_
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/anxiety-love-watching-horrow-movies_I_
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail-the-top-10-causes-of-death
https://www.census.gov.popclock/
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Example:  

APA Databses [@APA_Databases]. (2020, September 2). We have curated a collection of journal 
articles from APA PsycArticles on #COVID19. View: https://bit.ly/2QrWj76 for recent 
coverage [Image attached] [Tweet]. Twitter. https://twitter.comAPA_Databases/status/ 

 1301175576703664128 

 

 

Facebook Post 

Author, A. A. or Name of Group. (Year, Month Date of post). Content of the post up to the first 20 

words [Post type]. Facebook. URL  

 

*Note - If a post includes images, videos, thumbnail links to outside sources, or content from another 
post (such as when sharing a link), indicate that in square brackets. Describe the post type (e.g., “[Status 
update],” “[Video]”) in square brackets after any description of attached content. 
 
Example: 
News From Science. (2019, June 21). Are you a fan of astronomy? Enjoy reading about what scientists 

have discovered in our solar system – and beyond? This [Image attached] [Status update]. 
Facebook. https://m.facebook.com/ScienceNOW/photos/a.117532185107/ 
10156268057260108/?type=3&theater&_rdr 

  
 
Facebook Page 

Author, A. A. or Name of Group. (n.d.). Page title [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved Month Day, 

Year, from URL  

 

*Note - Page title examples include “Home”, “About”, and “Reviews”. 

 

Example: 

Community of Multiculturalism. (n.d.). Home [Facebook page]. Facebook. Retrieved October 14, 2020, 
from https://www.facebook.com/communityofmulticulturalism/ 

 
 

YouTube or streaming video  

Author, A. A. or Name of Group [Username if different from Author]. (Year, Month Date 

posted/uploaded). Title of video [Video]. Streaming Service. URL  

 

Example:  

AccurateEnglish. (2020, May 22). 7 Most Common English Grammar Mistakes + TEST - Do you make 

these mistakes? [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCBz-O8nHrc  

  

https://twitter.comapa_databases/status/
https://twitter.comapa_databases/status/
https://m.facebook.com/ScienceNOW/photos/a.117532185107/
https://m.facebook.com/ScienceNOW/photos/a.117532185107/
https://www.facebook.com/communityofmulticulturalism/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCBz-O8nHrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCBz-O8nHrc
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Court Documents  

Court Case   

Name v. Name, Volume and page of where the case can be found (Year). URL   

 

Example:  

Torres v. City of San Antonio, No. 04-15-00664-CV (Tex. App. 2016). https://casetext.com/case/torres-v- 

  city-of-san-antonio-7 

  

 

Statutes (Laws and Acts) 

Name of Statute, Title of Source § Section Number (Year). URL   

 

Example:  

Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 U. S. C. § 6301 (2015). https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/ 

PLAW-114publ95.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources used to develop this handout: 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
Association (7th ed.). American Psychological Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/0000165-000 

American Psychological Association. (2021). APA 7th manual made easy: Full concise guide simplified for 
students. Appearance Publishers.  

https://apastyle.apa.org 

 
 

https://casetext.com/case/torres-v-
https://casetext.com/case/torres-v-
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://content.apa.org/doi/10.1037/0000165-000
https://apastyle.apa.org/

	Books
	Singular author
	Work in an anthology

	Periodicals (sources published at regular intervals)
	*Note - If the journal article, newspaper, or magazine does not use volume, issue, and/or article or page numbers, omit the missing element(s) from the reference.
	Article in scholarly journal
	Newspaper
	Magazine Article

	Electronic Sources
	Page from a Website
	Page from a Website without an author, use the organizational group as the author
	Page from a Website when the information will change over time…one of the few times to use the phrase “retrieved”

	Social Media
	Tweet
	YouTube or streaming video

	Court Documents
	Court Case
	Statutes (Laws and Acts)


